it, not without hope and expectation of the good and great things that are to come out of it, for at the very heart of the word inaugural lies the root augur, and the augur had, of all men, to be always looking forward. The Roman augur was, as we remember, or, as Dr Murray will tell us, if we have forgotten, "a religious official whose duty it was to predict future events and advise upon the course of public business, in accordance with omens derived from the flight, singing, and feeding of birds, the appearance of the entrails of sacrificial victims, and other portents." Now, although the primary visual image thus conjured up can hardly be said to reside any longer in the derivative words inaugural, augury, and august; although, also, the augur himself, with his staff and auspicial rites, has long since passed into the thick mists which cover even the brightest phenomena (and he was not very luminous ever) of a bygone age, uttering his vale! yet the augural spirit is not dead in these days, but is as living and insistent now as it ever was during all the centuries which have elapsed since man first began to ask questions about himself and his future. In vulgar form it is seen in the irresponsible and sensational sisterhood of the lady palmists, the crystal-gazers, and the Sibylline vendors of wonderworking remedies and charms. It assumes scientific shape in the daily forecasts of the weather to be expected in these islands, although it must be owned that the meteorologist, being limited to observations made upon the surface of the earth, and having no stations high up among the clouds, sometimes fails as completely in his foretelling as does the itinerant gipsy. 13'7, in 1885-1894 to 16'8, and in 1895-1904 
